
Celebrating Our Differences 
Ken Caryl Middle School Summer Reading Program 2018 

 
Our summer reading program aims to foster aN Inclusive 

community Where Students Feel connected to each other, 
involved in their school, and empowered to make a 

difference through empathy, respect, and The courage to 
stand up for what is right. 

 
Dear Ken Caryl’s Incoming Eighth Grade Students and Parents: 
 
We are excited to introduce the 2018 ‘Celebrating Our Differences’ Summer Reading Program for 
Ken Caryl Middle School.  The purpose of our summer reading program is to utilize literature to 
promote acceptance and inclusion in our community. 
 
Our objectives of the summer reading program are as follows: 

1) To increase rigor and higher-level reading for all students; 
2) To give students a choice in what they read; 
3) To have students choose from reading lists with high-interest, award-winning books; 
4) To prevent summer reading regression by keeping our students engaged in literacy activities 

all summer long; 
5) To promote acceptance and inclusion by engaging in books centered on the theme of 

celebrating our differences.  
 
Over the summer, all 8th grade KCMS students are required to read two books. We encourage 
parents and guardians to read the books along with their student.  
 
The ‘Memoir’ and ‘Celebrating Our Differences’ summer reading list was generated by the English 
Language Arts department and Digital Teacher Librarian at KCMS  to ensure that this assignment is 
enjoyable and engaging.  It is comprised of award winning titles from recent years: Newbery Medal 
Winners, Colorado Blue Spruce Award Winners, and YALSA Award Winners. We chose titles 
appealing to a wide range of interest levels and abilities. Students may select a book of their choice 
not on this list so long as it fulfils the thematic requirements of pertaining to ‘Memoir’ and 
‘Celebrating Our Differences’ (acceptance and diversity). These books and assignments are the 
catalyst for the learning that will take place at the beginning of the year. Therefore, all students are 
required to turn in the two written assignments on the FIRST DAY of school. 
 
We have partnered with Jeffco’s Columbine Public Library so that our ‘Celebrating Our Differences’ 
titles will be available to our students throughout the summer for loan.  The Tattered Cover (Aspen 
Grove) and Barnes and Noble (Bowles) have also ensured that these books will be available for 
purchase throughout the summer.  Electronic versions and audio recordings of these titles are also 
permissible, if available. 
 



 
1. Memoir Book Assignment:    

Students will be examining “Memoirs” at the beginning of the year, within the context of both 
reading and writing. Therefore, you must select your Memoir book from the list provided here. 
Once you are done reading this book, you will write a literary analysis and bring to the first day of 
class.  
 

2. Choice Book Assignment:  
Since we are making you do homework over your summer break, we thought the only fair thing to 
do was provide you a little bit of freedom in regard to what you have to read. The only stipulations 
are that you choose a book that keeps with the theme of celebrating our differences and it cannot 
have been made into a movie. The list provided here has acceptance and diversity book 
suggestions, however, you may choose any book, keeping the stipulations in mind. When you are 
done reading this book, you will choose from the list of assignments to complete and bring to the 
first day of class.  
 
 
Thank you for your support and hard work! 
Mrs. Samantha Crider and Mrs. Jessica McKerley  
8th Grade Language Arts Teachers 

https://docs.google.com/document/d/1JiU2dbdtOa3zRR1c4lyFFmCOeKD4vIqW1Sp8-mtUP80/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1z5oaYmbxohT6yOzNI_iskQDQ65IPLuEgfUW0cLRtLJQ/edit?usp=sharing





